PROTESTANCY 


DESTITUTE OF © 


SCRIPTURE-=PROOES:. 


Requeſt was, ſome time ago, made to Proteſtants to pro- 


duce , for ſixteen of theig poſitive Tenets, plain Scriptures : 
lain to Us, for their Doctrines, as they 


$criptures, but ſo 
led them by tht Cathclic Church for Her. 


require to be yiel 
An Anſwer was rcturn'd. diſclaiming ſome (how conſi« 


ſtently with their impoſed Doctrines will be examined in due 


place,) and evading other of the Propoſitions; alledging 
as are own'd; thit the 


«ll. Cooipoures (a ars. f, 

Requeſter ncluded oy unworthy a public oc 
ſpecial notice and expected, if not more pertinent, yet. 

at leaſt mote plauſible Replies to follow ; except Proteftants (who have hitherto 
ed that is the Rule of their Faith) meant their Profeſſion ſhould 


boaſt 
de expoſed by or a lilly Defence, and, for the future, eſteemed deſtitute 
of any Divine Evidence. . | 


A 
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('2 ) | 
dienee ; ) or, unleſs that no Man be obliged to render a Reaſon of the Faith dh. 
is in him, if he can convert his Opinions into equivalent Negatives: As u 
Doctrine may not? But docs the Artifice of Negative Articles affect the Reque 
propoſing Affirmatiyts only? If Proteſtants could prove their DoArines , this & 
cing and tergeverſation about Negative Articles would not be imploy'd , nor cou 
They be kept from divulging their Plea. 

As trifling and defeRive is the Anſwerer's Definition of the Proteſtames Belief ; 
Negatives: for they belieye (if their Faith may be Collected from the Thirty nip 
Articles ) not only that the oppoſite Affirmatives are not in Scripture ( for t 

may not be there and yet be true,) but alſo that they are * 1; th 

* Article 14. ther, and plainly , repugnant to Scripture, and the Teachers « | 

22. 24: 28. them arrogant, impious, c. ( which if they be, they are (al 
and Anti. Chriſtian.) Now to Characterize Docttinęs ſo ignowiniouſly, and whe: 
importuned to prove the flander 5 Seripture, to ſhift off the Charge by ſayin © 
Their belief of Negatives u only believing ſuch a Doctrine u not in Scyipture , will” 
not ſerve our turn, that expect ſatisſaction by their, either proving themſelyes aol be 

Calumnfators, or retracting their Calumnies. Dc 
Having (aid this to ſhew Proteſtants abliged to give N Reaſons, for their - 
Belief of Negatives, had the Requeſter demanded them: We paſs to examine the 1 
Anſwers to the Propoſitions, Where“ we ſhall find no Scriptures produced for ſome” 
of them; and for the Reſt none that conclude and prove that for which they his 
are quoted, in 


The Propoſitions , that Proteſtants ſhould prove by Scripture, ape o 
I. Seripture i« clear. in all Nerefſaries, 10 every 4 
ſober Enquirer. L 


P/. 119. 105. and 1. ( it ſhould be 2. ) Tim. 3. 15. are to | 
this Tenetz put had theſe Texts been truely quated, they do det reach the Pro. WY ve! 
poſition to be proved: for, if the Word of du were « Light ta the'Fyaphet David's 20 
Jeet: If all Scripiure be given that the Man of God may be peofalt; yer a perſpi⸗ 
cuity of Scripture, in all neceſſaries, to every ſaber Enquicee, cannot be deduced 
thence ; except every ſober Enquirer be a Prophet, or a Man of God, or 
ſub jeſt to {ach : But this Notion of ſober Enquiry involves the 
of Submiſſion of Judgment ta Church Guides 7 which would 
and quite oyerthrows all P . And ſure this Author intcads not by . WN - 
ber Enquiry what ſpoils his Prof 


Z. I. The Secular Prince hath all Spiritual Js 
dition and Authority immediatly from and under 4 


' 


88 


The Anſwerer behaves bimſelt as if He were in apprebenſians, and dur 
own nor reject this Tenet, The Reaſons art obvieus + Yet, at lengeh 
chines awards it, and thinky , Ren "15. 7. proves it. loaded 
cicher ſounds too much, or Algnifies nothing dt all, to hls 


* 


un 


* 
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what He thinks, it proves more than He grants. It proyes miniſtring the Word 
zod Sacraments to belong to the Higher Powers, It — this Author's Church 
go Rights independent, no Jurjldiftion inherent , no Power inalienable, unleſs 
niniſtring the Word and Sacraments be not a Soul. affair, be no act of Power; 
in ſhort, i will inveſt every Prince with Spiritual Juriſdiftion pro- 

Pagr 18. perly ſo call'd, tho this Author fays, the Head of his Church has 


| not. 


III. Fuſtification by Faith alone ( viz. a perſwaſi:n 
that we are juſtified ) is a wholeſome Doctrine. 


The Anſwerer ſays, his Church doth not teach this Tenet, and we know ſome 
of his Communion have condemned it. What then? Are we any more bound 
to conclude thence, his Church does not teach it, than Proteſtants are, from 
—_— the Decrees of our General Councils, and our conſtant Profeſlion , againſt a 

Doctrine, they impute to us and to the Catholic Church, that we and the Ca- 
their tholic Church hold not as they accufe us, and Her to do? Beſides, we muſt ſup- 
e cthe (poſe His Church to teach now as ſhe was taught, and did teach, in Edward the 
_ ixths time, when the Articles were deviſed by Crenmey : But that Worthy and 
hey his Complices were conſtant Difciples of Lather, in Crede ſortiser, t. Tho 

in Conſubſtantiation they deſerted Him. Again; not only the Au n plead . 

the Doctrine of the Eleventh Article as the Parent of their Irreligion , but the 
fritcit Adherers to the Primitive Reformers in Doctrine (the Puritans ) aſſert 
this Solifidian Parentheſis as the genuine and literal Senſe of Juſtification by Faith 
JM alone, and of .- l-. b Aide The ve ſame Doctrine war the firſt new 

Light beſtow d on the Apoſtle o the Retornmanivu, vy d. . + Her kneſz. 
But this Author might have given us a Text aſſerting what He confeſſes his C 
to teach; v. that Juſtification by Faith only is a moſt wholeſome Doctrine and 
very full of comfort; which intimates no neceſlity of Repentance to Juftificarion, 


none of the Sacraments, Sc. 


IV. The Subſtance Bread and Wine remains after , 
what it was before, Sacerdotal Conſecration. 


' This « my Þ Tied f ( or the Anſwerer brings no Scripture 
proof, ) That the dſtance Breadand Wine remains aker, —— 


uiderſtogd , this Text is expteſi that the Subſtance of Bread, c. does not re- 
main at all after Conftcration : For, the Encharift is Chriſty and Blood ; 
which, if ſubſtantially Bread and VVine, it cannot really be. A- change, leis 
than that of the ſubſtance of the Elements , is inſufficient to rendes them really 


and truly , what the Text ſays they ave , after Coniccration. 
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V. Our Lord's Preſence in the Euchariſt is meer. 
gracious and mfluential , and, if more, only to the Faith) 


If He learn'd from his Church what he writes, then this Tenet is Her's: For 82 
does not this Anſwerer aſſert our Lord's Euchariſtical Preſence not io be ſubſtan _ 
tial; therefore ( unleſs entirely abſent ) our Lord muſt be preſent in the Euch 


riſt by Grace and Influence only? What is there, beſides Subſtance and x — 
cacy, belonging to our Saviour's Body and Blood ? No Colour of Scripture M ho 
produced from this Zuinglian Propoſition, * 

det 


Vl. Adoration of the Euchariſt { i. e. of our Savini ( 
under the Species of Bread and Wine ) is Idolatry. 


This blaſphemous Tenet is taught by the Anſwerer's Church; for, did not th 
Majority of it's pretended Biſhops vote for the Teſt? Do not all of them take 
it? Is not that Teſt a Canon of their General Council, The Parliament? But 
this Teſt declares our Adoration of the Euchariſt ( which is the Adoration of no. 
thing but Jeſus Chriſt ) to be Idolatry. Not one jot of Scripture doth this Au- 
thor produce in defence of this their Teſt and Doctrine. 


VII. All Chriſtians, wheneter they Communicate, are 
obliged to receive in both Kinds. 


Nor tor this point can a Scripture Command be diſcovered in the Anſwer ; tho 
the Thirticth Article athrms , that both parts of the Lord's Sacrament, by Chriſt g 
Ordinance and Commandment, ought to be miniſtred to all Chriſtian Men alike, 


VIII. Chaſtity , deliberatly vou d, may be indf/enſruely 
violated. 


' This Propoſition is a DbArine of the Anſwere's Church, except his be not the 
ſame Church with Edward the Sixths, or the Thirty Second Article have now 
another ſenſe than when compoſed by cranmer: For, all Biſhops and Prieſts then 
in the Weſtern Church had deliberately vow'd Chaſtity , and the Article ſays is 
lawful for them to Marry, which certainly violates-their Yow. No Scripture is 
alledged juſtifying a Tenet ſo impure , ſo perfidivus, 


IX. All Chriſtian Excellencies are Commanded. 


Pil. 4. 3. Is quoted as comprehending all Chriſtian Excellencies : If i do 
ſo; yet, unlels , belides comprehending , it command them, that Scripture — 


hy 
% 


vg ts 
not prove the Tenet, Nor can the Anſwerer conclude ſrom the Mode of it's ex: 
preſſion , that It does command them; becauſe tis common to in Exhortation 
as well as Precept, as Proteſtants muſt confeſs, who affirm Paſce Oves to be 
One: The ſame Anſwer will ſerve for, Fe ye perjeft : And, for, To whom much 5 
given, of them, much ſhall be required; This imports, that proportion (not e- 
— ) muſt be in our Accounts to our Abilitics. But how does this Scripmre 
accord with this Author's Doctrine, that we muſt always reckon the Heights and 
Perſections of Vertues are commanded? The Account correſponds to our Abili- 
ties, ( ſo ſure does the Command) but all Abilities are not the ſame in all; 
how then can God's Commands be ſo to all, as they are, if He always injoyns 
the Heights and Perſections of Vertues ; unleſs Perfeftions and Heights may have 
degrees, which alſo m kes little for this Author. If, to ſupererogate did ſignific 
(with Catholics ) to profit God; then the Fourteenth Article ( condemning the 
Teachers of Works of Supererogation , of Arrogance and Impiety ) had been ſo. 
lidly founded on, when you have done all that are commanded to you , ſay, we are 
unproſrtable Servants. But we meaning no ſuch thing, the Article peryerts Scripture, 


Xx. Every Soul, as ſoon as expired, is conveyd to 
Heaven or Hell. 


Ss 


The Parable of Dives and Lazarut, and St. Paul's deſire to be diſſoly'd, e. 
Our Author ſays, look fairly towards this Tenet : So they do, if three Souls be 
All; or All Souls expire in either Dive's fitneſs for Hell, or Lac arm's and St. 
Paul's for Heaven. 


31 


X I. Deſiring the Interceſſions of the Bleſſed, * 
more Superſtitious, and Derogatory to our Lord's Media- 
torſhip, than intreatmg the Prayers of Holy Men Milt 
tant. 


It is not at all in Scripture that our Saviour is our only Mediator of Interceſ- 
fon , therefore this Propoſition is not plain there. It ſuch an only Mediatorſhip 
of Interceſſion be plain in Scripture, it had been eaſie and kind to have named 
ſuch a plain Scripture. Yet none is brought, unleſs the Anſwerer meant, Then 
ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God , &c. for ſuch a one. Truly, I fee not, how 
he can dedace from it any thing to his purpoſe, till it appear that all Prayer is 
diyine Worſhip, Or, that we pray to Saints, juſt as we do to God. 


XII. Hoinouring the Croſs, the Reliques aud Repre- 
fentations of our Lord and bis Saints, with that was? 


of 
of Reverence as We do the Go/pels 7 commonly kiſs 4 an 4 
ſworn by, ) Altar, and other Utenſils, is ldolatry. © 


Our General Councils tell Proteſtants we pay no other Honour to any Crea- 
ture, their Teſt and Homily call the Honour, we pay to facred Perſons and 
Things, Idolatry. V Ve muſt then either challenge Proteſtants to prove this Pro. 
poſition, or conclude them Calumniators. VVe know what we profeſs and pra. 
iſe to be as the Catholick Church teaches: VVe hear our Doctrine and Practice 
confidently ſaid, and folemnly ſubſcribed , to be Idolatry: Sure then we may 
conclude that Proteſtants believe the Propoſition, and decent it is they give a Rex- 
ſon of a Faith ſo injurious to the Catholic Church, or henceforward renounce it, 


XIII. The Pope is CAntichritt. 


Do only ſome Proteſtants and no Homily ( ſubſcribed as containing a Godly 
and V Vholſome Doctrine, neceſſary for theſe times, Article the Fiſty Fiſth ) of 
firm the Pope to be Antichriſt? Yet we meet with no Scripture brought to proye 
this Godly , Neceſſary Docttine. 


XIV. Every Prayer, uſed in Divine Offices, muſt be is 
a Language Yugar, and intelligible to every Auditor. 


1. Cor. 14. Is pretended to prove this Tenet 3 when as the Apoſtle's mind is; 
that whoſoever had the Gift of a Tongue» Rtrange to all the Auditory , ſhould 
forbear to dictate therein Extempore Sermons, Prayers, &e. containing Matter, 
as well as the Tongue, inſpiring into the Speaker. I ſay, this Gift (of no uſe, 
but uſcd for oſtentation, in ſuch a Caſe ) was to be reſerved till either the Spea- 
ker or ſome Auditor could and did interpret, that the reſt might edifice. Now 
will it follow from hence , that all the ſctled Forms of Divine es (to ma 
ry of which there is no neceſſity that all ſpecially joyn and intend ) be in the 
vulgar or intelligible to every Auditor? It is enough (to comply with the Apo- 
ſtles Doctrine, ) that all new, Extempore Prayers, and inſtructive or exhortato- 
ry Difcourſes (by ations, teremonies or Greumfſtances, or other way not inter- 

dle) be, as they are, in the vulgar : But for the fixt Forms of Divine Of. 

es, that they be in a Language the moſt certain and the moſt intelligible, not 

only in Chriſtendom , but in every Auditory. Intelligible, I ſay, where needful 

to every one by either Actions, Ceremonies, and Circumſtances, or by Cuſtom, 

affinity with the Vulgar, or Books interpreting , and containing Prayers conti 
ponders to eyery part wherein the Auditory is concerned, 


. XV. A Company of Chriſtians , voluntary /eparatin 
fromali ether Chriftian Societies, condemming * D* 
Tr ime 


* 5 
o 


(3-9) 
Hrines and Rites, deſtitute alſe of any vi C [hon 
DNN 


blies or ſolemn Devotions , can, natwwithRanding this per- 
verſe, entire, and manifeſt /eparation be 2 Ane Mem. 


ber of Chriſt, in Catholic Unity, and a Charit abi, 
the Catholic Church, = aritable part of 


This Propoſition relates to Matter of Fact of the higheſt Moment, which we 
affirm Proteſtants to have done; and defire them to make out by Scripture the 
lawfulneſs ofit , and it's conſiſtency with Catholic Unity and C harity. If, 2 Cor. 
6. 17. Come out from among them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord „ «nd tonch 
1 the unclean thing, and 1 will receive you, be intended for a proof ol it; then 

, Wit muſt import that it is the Duty of ong Chriſtian, or a Party pretendirg to be 
| Wh National Church, to come out of the Catholic Church, and be ſeparate from 
ier, as from an Unclean Fhing, that God may receive them. Leſs than this 

ill not reach the Proteſtant Cauſe, and ſo much as this, will by no means agree 

ith One, Holy Church, wherein alone the Comntunion of Saints, Remiſſion 

Sis, and Life Everlaſting are to be found, Yet a propercr Text this Awbor 


1 not alledge to Parronizc his Schiſin, 


* — 


XVI. The whale Clergy of the Catholic Church may 
oftatizze from fundamental 1ruth art. Holineſs ; whilft 
rt of @ National Laity may preſerve both, diſcover the 
gie Defettion , and depriving them, beap to Theme 


s Teachers of their own Sending and Iuſtruc tion. 
ma- C 
This A a the leaſt ) is taught In the Niocteenth and Twenty Firſt 
2 les neg agaioſt the E ok 9 ( — 
ato- Wyvized to be in Queen Slizeberh by the La only) gave Prelatic Miniſters all 


Miſſion and Inſtruftions they have. Now we deſire to ſee proyed by Scrip- 
that ſuch Apoſtacy ſhould ever befal God's Church and Clergy, and that 
Laity have ſuch Authority to deprive and create Clergy-men, to teach and 
them. The Anſwerer is mute as to Proofs, and manifeſts himſelf, either N 
yerſed in the Story of his Party, or no Friend to Ingenuity and Truth e . « *4 
„de confidently ſays, all the World knows it to bg falſe, That only a Ma. 6 
Vote of a Parliament of Lay-men in England condemned and rejected the 
ines of the Church of Rome. Yet this is certainly true and atteſted by Pro- 
Hiſtorians and Records, which aſſure us, that all the Biſhops and the whole | 
xation declared againſt r and other Proteſtant Points, and ſor 
ompllance there with, were almoſt all deprived: The Queen and her Lay- 


ment enacting Supremacy , whereby ſhe impoſed new Doctrines, W 


— 
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tholic Clergy, and created Prelatic Miniſters *+ This then is the true State of 

—— — and one would think being a —. concerning Religion, 

. ſhould have ſome Scripture, or becauſe extraordinary, haye Miracles, to coun. 

; tenance it : But juſt ſo much of the One as of the Other appears in it's behalf, 

5 And this is enough to manifeſt how deſtitute of Seripture - Warrant Proteſtant O. 
pigions and Paſtices are, and that, the requeſt is not auſwered, 


Vo 
« 
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